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In a recent paper1 the writer has reviewed some anatomical work which seems to promise a welcome simplification of teaching as to the supports of the pelvic viscera. The present communication contains an attempt to indicate some practical applications of this anatomical work, which is now briefly summarised. Let it be said at once that etiology is not discussed below, the actual lesions and their surgical treatment being discussed without any reference to their various causes.
Anatomical Considerations.
In the first place, it is necessary to realise that the so-called ligaments of the uterus lie loose and slack upon the subjacent structures, and have no supporting action. The round ligament is a vestigial structure corresponding to the gubernaculum testis, and its part is played during early foetal life, when it pulls down the ovary and the uterus from their original positions into the pelvis. The broad ligament is a mere mesosalpinx and mesovarium. The utero-sacral ligament is a slack peritoneal fold containing a few muscular fibres with an attachment no more definite than the mobile wall of the rectum.
It is also necessary to forget the classical descriptions of the pelvic fascise, and to realise that these are not independent structures, but that the pelvic connective tissue is simply the undifferentiated remnant of the mass of mesoblast within which the pelvic organs are developed during embryonic life. Every part of this connective tissue is thus continuous with the rest, the denser portions being those which cover the viscera, the muscles, the blood-vessels, lymphatics, nerves, and other definite structures.
Further, it must be recognised that the superficial perineal muscles derived from the primitive sphincter of the cloaca have a purely sphincteric action, and that their contraction has no supporting action on the viscera.
Again, the levator ani and coccygeus muscles are the degenerated representatives of the muscles which move 
